
Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



Office Action Summary 
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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence at 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



1 )[HI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1 9 December 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final. 

3)D Since this application is in condition for allowance except fc 



ce under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) 1,3.5 and 6 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [Xl Claim(s) 1,3. 5. and 6 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examii 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C 5 1 19(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)D All b)D Some- c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this Nat 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) D Acknowledgment is 

since a specific refer 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



Patentability shall not be negatived bylhe manner in which the invention was 3 made. matt6r Perta ' nS ' 
2. Claims 1, 3, 5, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ito (US 5,476,618) in view of JP 10-077359 substantially as set forth in the 
Office Action mailed on 08/26/2003. The amendment filed on 12/19/2003 has 
been entered and carefully considered. Independent claim 1 has been amended 
to recite "the surface layer is fusion bonded directly to the foam layer". Figure 17 
of Ito shows that the skin layer 1 05 is directly bonded to the layer of expanded 
bead resin foam 103, therefore, claim 1 continues to be unpatentable over the 
applied prior art. The indicated allowability of the subject matter of claim 9 is 
withdrawn and is now included in the 103 art rejections as stated. Ito is silent as 
to the fusion bonding between the surface layer and the foam layer. However, it 
is a product-by-process limitation not as yet shown to produce a patentably 
distinct article. It is the examiner's position that the molding composite of Ito as 
modified by JP'359 is identical to or only slightly different than the claimed 
molding composite prepared by the method of the claim, because both articles 
are formed from the same materials, having structural similarity (foam beads/ 
coat covering /surface layer). The lto/JP'359 reference suggests the claimed 
subject matter. It is noted that if the applicant intends to rely on Examples in the 
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specification or in a submitted Declaration to show non-obviousness, the 
applicant should clearly state how the Examples of the present invention are 
commensurate in scope with the claims and how the Comparative Examples are 
commensurate in scope with lto/JP'359. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai Vo whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1485. The examiner can normally be reached on M,T,Th, F, 7:00-4:30 and on 
alternating Wednesdays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris can be reached on (571) 272-1478. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 



or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-0994. 



HV 




